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Congratulations Paul Osborn!
Paul Osborn, County Parks Supervisor, has been promoted to Deputy
Superintendent of Facilities, Parks, Recreation & Forestry for the Genesee
County Highway Department!! Paul will be responsible for the county’s parks
and for maintenance of all county buildings in his new position. Paul started
as the County Parks Supervisor in April of 1999. He has improved the County
Parks with new restrooms, new playgrounds, updated facilities, recreational
and educational programs for the public and students, and new hiking trails
with the help and support of dedicated park staff, community leaders,
volunteers and community organizations. Congratulations, Paul!!!
Special thanks to the ACORNS for planning and leading
an excellent First Day Hike! January 1st, 2019 was the
first-ever First Day Hike at the Genesee County Park &
Forest, with over 60 people attending!
The First Day Hike was the first of several new events at
the parks in 2019. Keep watching for details on the
Earth Day Full Moon Hike, more Guided Dog Walks this
spring, Geocaching at DeWitt Recreation Area, a FREE
program about Wild Turkeys, and Bird Watching with
Project Feederwatch! List of events for this spring,
summer and fall are on page 10!
On Tuesday February 26th, the Interpretive Nature
Center at the Genesee County Park & Forest will host the
ACORNS First Day
annual New York State Outdoor Education Association
Hike leaders Sarah
(NYSOEA) Environmental Educators Activity Exchange.
Balduf and Charlie
Educators from across the western region of New York
Augrom
State will take part in an all-day workshop to exchange
outdoor education activities, nature-based science lessons and more. This
event is designed for all formal and informal educators who wish to use
nature to give positive learning experience to their students. Attendees will
enjoy a guided hike, have lunch together, and raise funds with a raffle for the
NYSOEA Campership award. The Campership is a scholarship provided by
NYSOEA to send young applicants from across the state to a week-long
NYSDEC summer camp. We are happy to host this fun professional
development annual event!

Mary Vandenbosch,
Student Intern

Seedlings

This spring we have a student intern! Mary
Vandenbosch is a senior at Notre Dame High
School. Among her many endeavors, Mary is
currently preparing for the beginning of her
freshman year of college in studies of Natural
Resources Management and Environmental
Education. She will be assisting with planning
and leading Environmental Education programs,
coordinating volunteers and helping with all
things at the Interpretive Nature Center! Please
join us in welcoming Mary!
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Mary Vandenbosch– Student Intern
Hi, I’m Mary, a Student Intern here at the Genesee County Park and Forest.
Over the next four months, February to May, I will be assisting with park
programs, helping plan different events for the summer and overall gaining
more knowledge about the field of Environmental Science.
Currently, I am a 17-year-old senior at Notre Dame High School in Batavia
where I enjoy participating in yearbook, newspaper, Envirothon, and
business club. I own a dog named Maggie and a cat named Smudge where
we live in small ranch with my mom, dad, brother, sister-in-law and their dog
Trigger. I also have an older sister and another brother who is the proud
father of my three nieces and one nephew. In my spare time I enjoy baking
yummy treats and taking pictures for my family and friends. In August of this
year I have the opportunity to attend the D.E.C Pack Forest Camp with the
help of a campership provided by NYSOEA. Then I plan to go to college to
major in Environmental Science with minors in policy and education.
In the summer of 2017 I attended the Environmental Career Exploration
Camp here at the park, where I learned all about different organizations that
That is me in my family’s pond this work within the science field and got to meet some amazing people. One of
summer when we dug it out.
those people was Shannon Lyaski. On the last day of camp she spoke to us
about her role at the park and how that they are always looking for people to
come out and volunteer, whether it be to great visitors at the Nature
Center or help guide students in the different programs. She also
helped us create our own lesson plan that we taught to the rest of the
campers and staff members. Soon camp was over and we all went
back to our regular summer routines. However, there was something
that stuck with me. Throughout the next few months I would
remember the excitement that Shannon had when she talked about
how great it was to work at the park and the joy I felt when our
group finished our lesson. This eventually lead me to discover the
ACORNS friends of the park group here at the park. In January of
2018 I officially became a member.
Those experiences are what led me here today, one year later after
making one of the best decisions of my life. As I look back and reflect
I remember all of the people I have met like George and Lewis and
Bonnie, who have shown me the importance of volunteerism and how
to be a kind and respectable person. I also remember how just two
years ago I was once a camp member discovering all there is to know
about nature and now how I have had the chance to be a camp
counselor myself, and show students the same joy about the park as
Shannon once showed me. It is also insane for me to think that just a
year-ago I was simply volunteering a few Saturdays a month and
now I am interning here were I get to spend my afternoons four days
a week helping out at one of the best places to be.
My internship will consist of me coming to the park for a half day to
learn under the supervision of Shannon all that goes into planning
events, coordinating volunteers, and ultimately helping make the
park run smoothly. Specifically, I am going to help create binders and
gather educational materials for the Environmental Career Exploration
Camp that is coming up this summer. I hope to continue to meet
new people who visit and those who come out to volunteer and learn
more about the park and why are there are so many reasons to
appreciate it. In the end I thank everyone who has worked to help me
get to this point and I am so excited for what the future holds.
Seedlings

This is back in 2017 when I was a participant
in the Environmental Career Exploration Camp.
On this day we were learning about wetland
delineation . In this photos I am the one with
pink delineation tag around their forehead.

This is also from 2017 when I participated in
camp. In this photo I am testing different
properties of the water to learn more about
stream flow.
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SCA Environmental Ed Internship Summer 2019
New York State’s First County Forest
has an Environmental Education
Assistant Internship position open for
May – August of 2019. The position is
administered through the Student
Conservation Association (SCA) and is
located at the Genesee County Park &
Forest in East Bethany, NY. Applicants
must be at least 18 years old with a high
school diploma or GED and be a US citizen. Environmental Education Assistants develop,
organize, plan and lead environmental education programs to audiences of all ages in a wide
variety of settings under the guidance of park staff. Environmental Education Assistants also
coordinate the efforts of park volunteers.

Job duties include but are not limited to:








Young students explore and
learn on a hike led by Lee,
Environmental Education
Assistant at Genesee County
Park & Forest

Assisting the Conservation Education Program Coordinator by
leading programs for schools, senior groups, scouts and the
general public
Providing customer service to park visitors and program participants
Planning volunteer and park events
Writing articles for the parks seasonal newsletter
Marketing of park events, programs and resources
Scheduling and coordinating volunteers to assist with park events and projects
Recruiting, orientation and training of volunteers

SCA interns earn a stipend of $125/week while serving and are eligible for an education award of $1,566 that can be used to
repay student loans, tuition, classes or cover future college costs.
This position requires 16 weeks of 40 hour/week of service from early May until late August of 2019. Hours are 8 am to 5
pm Tuesday through Saturday. Hours are flexible during early May and late August. Flexibility during the summer is given to
cover the prescheduled programs that are outside of the normal working hours within the 40 hour work week.

Additional benefits:







First Aid/AED/CPR training provided
Experience and on-the-job training in Environmental Education and Volunteer Coordinating
Deeper knowledge of natural history and ecology
Job duties include volunteer outings (kayaking, hiking)
Networking with professionals in Environmental Science and Education

Application deadline April 5th 2019
To apply: Send resume or application to Shannon Lyaski, Conservation Education Program Coordinator at
Shannon.Lyaski@co.genesee.ny.us. Call 585-344-1122 for more information.

RSVP – Volunteering for 55 and Older
The Genesee County Park has been partnering with the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) since 2002, where interested volunteers 55 and older have found meaningful volunteer
activities close to nature and to their hearts. In Genesee County, over 325 older adults serve our
community as RSVP members. Their volunteer experiences range from one-time events to weekly
placements in one or more of our 20+ partner agencies. You can volunteer as little or as much as
you desire at the Genesee County Park and with other agencies in our community who rely on
volunteers to achieve their mission and goals. RSVP strives to connect volunteers with fruitful
experiences based on individual interests and abilities, so that together we can improve the
quality of life in our community.
For more information call the RSVP Volunteer Placement Program at 585-343-1611 or
visit the RSVP of Genesee County website
Seedlings
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Envirothon—Not Just A Competition
In case you’ve never heard of Envirothon, it is a hands-on environmental science
competition where teams of five high school students work together to win scholarships and
awards. Teams are tested in the field on practical knowledge of wildlife, soils, forestry,
aquatics, and a special current issue topic that is selected each year. Team members expand
their
knowledge
and
experience
with
environmental
science
through
trainings, public speaking, studying and working together. However, it is much more than
just a competition or public presentation.
My name is Mary, a senior in high school, and I am going to explain to you my experience
with Envirothon and how it is not just a competition but a chance for young people to come
together and learn about the natural world and discover all the wondrous qualities and
attributes it has. My experience with Envirothon begin in 2015 when I started my first year of
high school. I remember walking into the meeting and not knowing anything about what
happened in Envirothon, its competitions, or what my role was supposed to be. However, with
Above is the 2017 team posed the help of my persuasive teammates and dedicated advisors, I found my spot on the
at the iconic scissors at the school's Envirothon team. That year, one of our two teams won the local competition and
NYS Competition.
traveled on to the state competition at Hobart and William Smith College. I remember sitting
in the gym on the day the A team was leaving and thinking to myself, “that’s where I want to be next year.” Eventually that
dream came true, but it did not come easily.
The competition itself consists of one oral presentation and five tests that take many hours to prepare and study for.
Specifically, in my sophomore year I remember being at home with all the different soil data sheets given to us and trying
to figure which area on the land had soil erosion problems so we would know where we had to implement some of the best
management practices that we had learned about. That same year though our hard work payed off by winning the local
level competition. It was such a joy to have come so far and done that well, and I know that even if we had lost the
knowledge that was obtained was unforgettable. The following year we also were able to attend the state competition,
which I tribute as the year that our team really “clicked.” One of the days we had the opportunity to go down to the lake
and go swimming. Even though it was a little cold, we had a blast! In the end, it is because moments like these hat we are
now all more adventurous, organized, and productive students.
Not only has Envirothon made me a stronger person but it has also provided me with resources to help me find the career
path for me. The competition exposed me to a Environmental Career Exploration camp that my county hosted where I
would eventually become a participant and then a year later a counselor. This exposure to the county park has led me to
become a intern their where I am working to help plan future camps. It also showed me the resources to apply and
eventually receive a campership to a DEC camp that is sponsored by the NYSOEA. Envirothon has not only impacted me but
also my teammates. They have all told me that because of the times they had to sit and learn about all the different topics
discussed in Envirothon they now can teach others these skills and use them as assets in their future careers.
All of these opportunities I have had and the places I will go would not have been possible without the help of my
teammates: Dan, Hannah, Matt, Moira, and Alee. These young men and women have worked tirelessly over the past years
and I thank them for their dedication to the team. Three out of the five of them are actually my classmates and in June of
this year we will walk the stage together concluding our time at high school. However, because of experiences like
Envirothon we are closer than ever and will always have positive memories to look back upon. Not only do I thank them but
also my advisors, Ms. Sedita and Ms. Girivin, who willingly opened up their classrooms for us to use as workshops and
provided us with the resources we needed to complete the project. They were there to guide us but also allowed us the
chance to resolve problems on our own and work as a self-guided team. I also thank my county’s Soil and Water
Conservation District for providing us the chance to come to the park to participant in training and competing and to all the
volunteers who would come out and teach or help keep the day run smooth.
I would say to anyone interested that Envirothon is not just another boring nerdy science competition but it is an
opportunity for young people to get outside and learn more about the natural world in a fun and creative way. You do not
just sit a classroom and get lectured about different trees or plants, but you actually get to go outside a measure trees or
dig around in a soil pit. In the end, Envirothon is far more than just a competition, it’s a family.
If you or anyone else would like to learn more about Envirothon and become a team member, volunteer, or team advisor,
please contact: Laura Bestehorn, District Clerk/Treasurer at the Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District.
Phone: (585)343-2362 ext. 5.
Seedlings
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July 8th—12th, 2019
9am to 4pm daily
At the Genesee County Park & Forest
(Transportation available from Batavia High School)

This week-long adventure includes wildlife
surveys, field and stream studies, outdoor
recreation, a field trip and more!

For students entering 7th—10th Grade
$95/camper
All materials, lunch, and a camp t-shirt are provided
Download the registration form at
www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/eventsprograms.php

Maximum 25 participants

Registration deadline June 24th
Genesee County Park & Forest Interpretive Nature Center · 11095 Bethany Center Road · East Bethany, NY 14054
(585) 344-1122 · www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/
Seedlings
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Association for the Conservation of
Recreational and Natural Spaces
(ACORNS) Contributions 2018
Volunteer Activities (Service Hours) included but were not limited to:
 Program assistance for outside organizations (Schools, Scouts, Nursing Homes, Private
groups, Clubs)

 Program assistance with park public programs, special events and camps
 Volunteer assistance in direction of community service projects (United Way Make a
Difference Day, Eagle Scout Projects, Day of Caring, community service volunteers,
etc…)

 ACORNS Outdoor Learning Center construction and maintenance
 Trail maintenance
 Facility and exhibit (live turtle, bee observation hive, taxidermy) maintenance
 Interpretive Nature Center Visitor Services during public hours of operation
 Wildlife population monitoring and stewardship
 Coordination and leading of staff and volunteer trainings (birding hikes, tree
identification, SCA staff training)

 Community outreach event assistance (community fairs and festivals)
 Marketing/public communication for park events and programs
 Educational contributions to Parks Newsletter (Seedlings)
 Assistance with Summer Camps, Camp Hard Hat (included construction of 100’
boardwalk and bridge)

January - December Volunteer Hours = 2907
Labor $ Savings to County Parks (NYS Average volunteer Rate $27.59) = $80,204.13
Labor $ Savings to County Parks (Actual County Employee Rate $15.23) = $44,273.61
Staffing equivalent: Seasonal Groundskeepers = 2.80 or
Staffing equivalent: AmeriCorps Volunteers (900 hr.) = 3.23

Thank You ACORNS!!
Seedlings
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ACORNS Adventures
First Day Hike and Outing to Mendon Ponds
Winter of 2019 has been tons of fun so far!! The First Day
Hike on January 1st, 2019 was a great success, with over 60
participants enjoying a brisk hike across the woodlands,
wetlands and meadows of the forest. Hikers took in the beauty
of nature, listened to the running of Black Creek and the birds
in the forest, and breathed easy in the quiet surroundings.
Delicious snacks and beverages were enjoyed with pleasant
company by a warm fire in Pavilion B. This outdoor fun was a
wonderful and healthy way to start 2019, and we are sure to
repeat it next year!!
This season’s ACORNS outing was to Mendon Ponds Park. We
carpooled and parked near the Nature Center. After gathering
and passing around the black oil sunflower seeds, we headed
down the Birdsong Trail. The park was quiet as it was still
only 10 am on a Sunday morning. The 10 of us quietly
stepped down the trail and spoke only in whispers. Listening
intently for the sounds of approaching chickadees and fixing
ACORNS Volunteers Jerome
our eyes in the trees, we stopped halfway down the trail and
and Pete help get the hike
started.
positioned ourselves on the edges of the trail near tall shrubs.
We stood still and held out an open palm filled
Hiking brings a smile to
with sunflower seeds. One by one the
ACORNS Volunteers Sarah
chickadees
hopped to nearby shrubs, then
and Charlie.
nearby branches, then branches right above our
heads. They cocked their heads to the side and
chirped as they looked down to see what we had to offer, then suddenly
dropped down and landed on our fingertips!! George was the first to have
the birds come to him. Red-breasted Nuthatches and Titmice followed
the chickadees in helping themselves to the food offered by Lewis, Pete,
Dave Steele, Jim, Dave Gann, Marcia, and Kathie. Kathie and Julia
waited patiently with very cold outstretched hands as George and Lewis
were visited by 10 birds a minute. We had been watching the Downy
Woodpeckers and Northern Cardinals nearby, who remained aloof. We
Participants in the hike use binoculars for a
were just discussing whether or not a woodpecker was likely to visit a
closer look at different elements of nature.
human birdfeeder, when one of them landed in Lewis’ hand!! Amazing!!
Shannon had fed the birds in this location many times before and had
never seen a woodpecker visit a person. The Downy enjoyed a snack from Lewis and then flitted over for a quick
meal from “George’s Diner.” Julia ventured off-trail into the bushes to make her own luck. All was quiet until a
shriek came from her direction, followed by a wave of hysterical laughter through the crowd — a bird landed on
her hand when she wasn’t looking and surprised her!!! We wondered if her red jacket was deterring the birds, as
she had heard other birders say. The chickadees continued to meet with us at different locations on the trail, and
nuthatches followed them. We watched a nuthatch wedge the seed into a crack in the bark, open the husk,
remove the seed and hide it into another bark crevice. Then he covered the seed with lichens and moss.
Chickadees enjoyed more snacks from our hands at the pond as we took in the wintry landscape. After our hike
we explored the home of Wild Wings, a not-for-profit educational organization that houses and cares for
permanently injured birds of prey that are unable to survive on their own. The cozy welcome center features a
gift shop full of excellent gifts for bird lovers, including lifelike turkey vulture stuffed animals for kids! We warmed
up by the fireplace, gave our donations at the front desk (visits are free), and headed out the back door to visit
the birds in their new home. Seeing these powerful birds up close is an experience that stays with you. We also
saw a glimpse of the bobcat, stalking us from behind her many bedding cushions, hay bales and secret tunnels.
Her tufted ears and glowing eyes gave her away :) .

ACORNS explore and learn about different
birds and wildlife located at Mendon Ponds.
Seedlings

Kathie got a Red-breasted
Nuthatch to feed from her hand!

ACORNS stop in the woods to feed friendly
chickadees and nuthatches, and watch them
as they cache their seeds in the tree bark.
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Meet the ACORNS

(Association for the Conservation Of Recreational and Natural Spaces)
The ACORNS is the volunteer group formed to support the Genesee
County Parks by assisting with environmental programs and park
maintenance, offering recreational opportunities and promoting the parks.
ACORNS Board of Directors:
Julia Garver, President
Sarah Balduf, Vice-President
George Squires, Treasurer
Jerome Gentry, Secretary
Charlie Augrom
Sam Leadley
Bill Moon
Debbi Nanni
Lewis Tandy

Members:

Marilyn Abdella*
Allen Family
Norm Argulsky*
Charlie Augrom
Bruce and Nancy Baker
Sarah Balduf
Pam & Steve Brady*
Tom & Linda Clark*
Guy & Patricia Clark Jr.
Bart & Sue Dambra*
Denson Family*
Barbara & Mike Easton
Marjorie & Jim Fulmer*
Dave & Marcia Gann
Julia Garver & Joe Ruh
Mary Ann Gately*
The Gentry Family
Nancy Gerspacher*
Kathy Gilhooly*
Peggy Grayson
Janis & Stuart Hempel*
Shelia Hess*
Amy Jessmer*
Ellie Jinks*

Lee Johnson*
Kent Family*
Elizabeth Kerwin & D.
Seymour*
Daisy Klein*
Sarah Kohl
Jeff & Priscilla Langdon
Sam & Ester Leadley
Carol Linsey*
Tami & Pete Loftus
Shannon Lyaski*
Sharon McWethy*
Glenn Merrill
Bill & Connie Moon*
Terri & Michael Muehlig
Debbi Nanni
Paul and Emma Osborn
Kathy Owen
Kathleen Purcell
Josh Roman*
Sandy Ruffino*
Jim Schmitt
Steve Scott*
Clare & Ron Sloat
George Squires

Pete Stanbridge
Dave & Sandy Steele
Jim Taillie
Lewis & Bonnie Tandy
Vandenbosch Family*
Wagner Family*
Kathie Woika*
Mary Yunker*
Nick Zinni*
Pam Zola
*To renew or become a member
for 2019, download and
complete the form at

http://co.genesee.ny.us/ACORNS%2
0Membership%20form%20fillable%
203-10-18.pdf

For questions or more
information please contact
George Squires at
soilsquire@rochester.rr.com.

Join us for ACORNS Volunteer Days and Training Days.
ACORNS meetings are held every 4th Tuesday of the month at 5 pm.
Check website for location.
ACORNS website: http://acorns.shutterfly.com

RUN FOR THE ACORNS 2019
Sunday October 6th, 2019
ACORNS is looking for a few great volunteers to help
out and have fun! Contact us at

https://runfortheacorns.shutterfly.com
Seedlings
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Earth Day Celebration
at DeWitt Recreation Area
Saturday, April 20th 2019 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
With Special Guest 2:00 pm—3:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

115 Cedar St. Batavia, NY 14020

Bring a Friend and Help the Earth!
This Program is FREE!!
Schedule of Activities:
10:00—2:00

Park Cleanup Projects

Join us in helping wildlife and cleaning up the park!
Service hours for students and scouts!!

10:00—2:00

Recycled Crafts!

Make something cool from recycled materials!

12:00 – 1:00 Wild Planet Games

Get “WILD” and learn about our animal friends!!

1:00 – 2:00 Wild Planet Guided Hike

Enjoy a free guided walk! You never know what you’ll see!

*2:00 – 3:00 Special Guest: World Safari by Buffalo Zoomobile*
Meet fascinating animals from all different places on Planet Earth!

**Weather Permitting**

Thanks to GFLC AWMA for their generous Earth Day support!

Please register for cleanup and activities by calling 585-344-1122
or by email at Shannon.Lyaski@co.genesee.ny.us.
Like us on Facebook at: Genesee County Parks, Recreation & Forestry
Genesee County Park & Forest Interpretive Nature Center · 11095 Bethany Center Road ·
East Bethany, NY 14054 · (585)344-1122 · www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/
Seedlings
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Save the Date!! Coming in 2019...
Bluebird Nest Box Monitoring
Saturday March 23rd 1:00 pm-3:00 pm
Come discover NestWatch - a nationwide nest monitoring program
that helps scientists track bird populations. Find out how to
participate and all the things you can do to keep baby bluebirds
happy and healthy. Dress for the weather, you will help prepare nest
boxes for nesting season 2019! This program is FREE!!
Guided Dog Walks
Saturdays April 13th, May 18th, June 8th, and July 13th
from 10:00 am-11:00 am
Bring your best friend and join us for a guided dog walk at the park!
This guided walk is great for socialization and healthy exercise! Dogs
must be on a leash at all times. Current license or proof of rabies
vaccination required. Aggressive dogs will not be
allowed to participate. $5/dog.
Amphibian Adventure
Saturday April 13th 7:30 pm–9:00 pm
Come get to know your small, slimy, singing neighbors and pesteating pals. Hear the chorus of spring and learn about amphibians,
search for them, and discover how to help them. We will head into
the wetlands and woodlands on a night hike to visit them in their
habitat! Dress for the weather, rain or shine! $5/person, $10/family.

Environmental Science Camp
Monday-Friday July 8th—12th 9:00 am-4:00 pm daily
Students entering 7th – 10th grade explore different topics of
Environmental Science with outdoor activities guided by
professionals. This week-long adventure includes wildlife surveys,
field and stream studies, outdoor recreation, a field trip, and more! All
materials, lunch and snacks are provided each day along with a camp
T-shirt. $95/camper for the week. Download registration form at
http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/eventsprograms.html

Camp Hard Hat
July 29th - August 2nd 8:30 am- 3:30 pm daily
Learn about careers in construction and build a community project!
Instructed by certified teachers and GVEP Building Trades instructors.
$95/Camper- Includes a camp t-shirt and water bottle. Scholarships
are available. Open to students entering grades 8-10.
Night Sky Tour and Stargazing
Friday August 9th 9:00 pm–11:00 pm
Enjoy the view of a dark night sky at the Genesee County Park &
Forest! Learn all about the Perseid Meteor Shower and other
astronomical phenomena. Includes an indoor presentation and an
outdoor guided tour of the celestial bodies in the summer night sky.
$5/person, $10/family.

Watching Monarchs
Earth Day Full Moon Hike
Saturday September 7th 1:00 pm–3:00 pm
Friday April 19th 7:30 pm-9:00 pm
Capture the last few days of summer with a visit to a butterfly
Celebrate Earth Day with a night hike through the forest!! Explore the
meadow and a journey into their world! See how butterflies are
forest on a full moon night and visit animal habitats, hear seasonal
tagged and released as part of a nation-wide Monarch Butterfly
folklore and experience the beauty of spring. Find out why April is
conservation project. Recommended for ages 4 and up. Kids explore
called the Full Fish Moon and other names to mark this magical
the meadow with nets and bug catchers. $5/person, $10/family.
season. $5/person, $10/family.
Earth Day Celebration at DeWitt Recreation Area
Geocaching at DeWitt Recreation Area
Saturday April 20th 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Saturday September 21st 1:00 pm–3:00 pm
Give back and help clean up DeWitt Recreation Area to keep the
Get out and try a high-tech scavenger hunt! Geocaching is a
habitat safe for wild animals. Learn to make cool stuff from recycled worldwide treasure hunt game that can be played anytime, anywhere.
materials. Enjoy playing wild games and taking a naturalist-guided
Create a personal alias or team name to let others know you where
hike to see where animals live! Discover what you can do every day
here. No prior geocaching experience is necessary, lesson and GPS
to make your world healthier. Scouts can earn badge requirements
unit is provided. Dress for the weather and be ready for adventure!
and service hours! Celebration is FREE and open to the public!
Meet at Pavilion 2 at DeWitt Recreation Area. $5/person, $10/family.
Pond Discovery
Run for the ACORNS!!
Saturday May 18th 1:00 pm-3:00 pm
Sunday October 6th 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
Dive into some wild creature encounters! Find this year’s young
Grab a friend and enjoy some great exercise and fun at Run for the
amphibians and other tiny creatures and get to know them up close
ACORNS 5k/10k trail run and walk!! Surround yourself in the beauty
and personal. Be prepared to get muddy and wet! You will be using a
of the forest on trails over hills and along Black Creek. All proceeds
net and sharing a bucket of water to catch animals and learning about
benefit the ACORNS, the non-profit organization that supports the
them from a Naturalist guide. $5/person, $10/family.
Genesee County parks. For more information visit our website
https://runfortheacorns.shutterfly.com/ or call 585-344-1122!
Full Moon Owl Prowl
Saturday May 18th 7:30 pm—9:00 pm
Full Moon Owl Prowl
Explore the secret world of owls on a full moon night. Listen for the
Saturday October 12th 7:00pm-8:30pm
sounds of nocturnal wildlife, hear full moon folklore and visit owl
Rain Date: Saturday October 19th, 2019
habitats. Anything can happen on an owl prowl! Recommended for
Explore the secret world of owls on a full moon night. Listen for the
ages 4 and up. $5/person, $10/family
sounds of nocturnal wildlife, hear full moon folklore and visit owl
habitats. Anything can happen on an Owl Prowl!
Free Fishing Day & the Kendra Haacke Memorial Fishing Derby
Recommended for ages 4 and up. Please bring a headlamp or
at DeWitt Recreation Area
flashlight with a red filter and dress for the weather.
In partnership with the Oakfield-Alabama Lions Club
$5/person, $10/family
Saturday June 29th 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Join the Genesee County Parks along with the Oakfield-Alabama Lions
Birdwatching with Project Feederwatch
Club and try out fishing! Perfect for beginners! Program meets at
Saturday November 9th 1:30pm-3:00pm
Pavilion 3. Friendly guides will be on hand to assist you. No fishing
Feeding the birds is fun!! Beat the winter blues and discover how you
license required. This is part of NYSDEC’s Free Fishing Weekend!
can help scientists track the movement and numbers of birds during
Fishing gear provided or bring your own. Kids up to age 16 can join
winter by participating in Project Feederwatch— a nationwide bird
the fun and get the chance to win a prize with the Kendra Haacke
population monitoring program. Find out what birds love to eat in
Memorial Fishing Derby, sponsored by the Oakfield-Alabama Lions
winter and which birds might visit your backyard! For more
Club! This program is FREE!!
information on Project Feederwatch go to https://feederwatch.org/
This program is FREE!!
Kayaking at DeWitt Recreation Area
Saturday July 20th Session 1: 10:00 am–12:00 pm
Create-a-Critter
Session 2: 1:00 pm-3:00 pm
Saturday December 7th
Seize the day with a guided kayak tour of DeWitt Lake! Explore the
1st Session: 10:30 am—12:30 pm 2nd Session: 1:30 pm—3:30 pm
lake by water and discover a new world. Meet at the boat launch at
Let your imagination run WILD! Meet in the activity room of the
DeWitt Recreation Area. No experience needed, lesson provided! Rent
Interpretive Nature Center for an eclectic spread of craft materials
a kayak or bring your own. Kayak rentals with life vests are provided gathered from nature. Hot glue and your creativity put it all together.
by Adventures in Fitness Inc. Solo kayak rentals are available for
Get away and enjoy some quiet time with loved ones, your creation
ages 12 and up, tandem kayak rentals are available for kids under 12
makes the perfect gift! Make garlands and ornaments edible for
and must be piloted by an adult. Guided tour fee is $20/person w/o
wildlife and trim the trees in the ACORNS Outdoor Learning Center!
rental, $25/person w/ rental, $12/session for children 12 and under.
$5/person, $10/family
Programs take place at the Genesee County Park & Forest Interpretive Nature Center, 11095 Bethany Center Rd, East Bethany,
NY 14054 unless otherwise noted. Pre-registration is required for all programs. To register call (585) 344-1122. For more
information visit our website at http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/, or contact the Conservation Education
Program Coordinator at Shannon.Morley@co.genesee.ny.us or (585) 344-1122.
Seedlings
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Spring Programs 2019
At Genesee County Park & Forest

Bluebird Nest Box Monitoring
Saturday March 23rd 1:00 pm—3:00 pm
How can you help bluebirds? Come discover NestWatch—a
nationwide nest monitoring program that helps scientist track wild
bird populations. Help bluebirds at the park and learn how to keep
them healthy in your own backyard.
This program is FREE!

Amphibian Adventure
Saturday April 13th 7:30 pm—9:00 pm
Listen to the chorus of spring and get to know your small, slimy
singing neighbors with Amphibian Adventure! Learn to identify
your pest-eating pals, then head into the wetlands and woodlands
to search for them, listen to them, and find out what you can do to
help take care of them! $5/person, $10/family

Guided Dog Walks
Saturday April 13th, May 18th, June 8th, July 13th
10:00 am—11:00 am
Bring your best friend and join us for a guided dog walk at the park! This
guided walk is great for socialization and healthy exercise! Dogs must be
on a leash at all times. Current license or proof of rabies vaccination is
required. Aggressive dogs will not be allowed to participate.
$5/dog

Pond Discovery

Saturday May 18th 1:00 pm —3:00 pm
Dive into some wild creature encounters! Find this year’s
young amphibians and other tiny creatures and get to know
them up close and personal. Be prepared to get muddy and wet!
You will be using a net and sharing a bucket of water to catch
animals and learn about them from a Naturalist guide.
$5/person, $10/family

All programs take place at the Interpretive Nature Center unless otherwise noted.
Pre-registration is required—Call 585-344-1122 to reserve your spot!
Like us on Facebook at: Genesee County Parks, Recreation & Forestry
Genesee County Park & Forest Interpretive Nature Center · 11095 Bethany Center Road ·
East Bethany, NY 14054 · (585)344-1122 · www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/
Seedlings
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DeWitt Recreation Area Events 2019
Kayaking
Free Fishing Day & the Kendra Haacke Memorial Fishing Derby
Saturday June 29th 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Join the Genesee County Parks along with the Oakfield-Alabama Lions Club and try
out fishing! Perfect for beginners! Program meets at Pavilion 3. Friendly guides will
be on hand to assist you. No fishing license required. This is part of NYSDEC’s Free
Fishing Weekend! Fishing gear provided or bring your own. Kids up to age 16 can
join the fun and get the chance to win a prize with the Kendra Haacke Memorial
Fishing Derby, sponsored by the Oakfield-Alabama Lions Club!
This program is FREE!!

Geocaching
Saturday September 21st 1:00pm–3:00 pm
Get out and try a high-tech scavenger hunt! Geocaching is a
worldwide treasure hunt game that can be played anytime,
anywhere. Create a personal alias or team name to let others
know you where here. Sign up as a group or by yourself! No
prior geocaching experience is necessary, lesson and GPS unit
is provided. Dress for the weather and be ready for adventure!
Meet at Pavilion 2 at DeWitt Recreation Area.
$5/person, $10/family.

Seedlings

Located At:
115 Cedar St
Batavia NY
14020

Saturday July 20th
Session 1:
10:00 am–12:00 pm
Session 2: 1:00 pm-3:00 pm
Seize the day with a guided
kayak tour of DeWitt Lake!
Explore the lake by water and
discover a new world. Meet at
the boat launch at DeWitt
Recreation Area. No experience
needed, lesson provided! Rent a
kayak or bring your own. Kayak
rentals with life vests are
provided by
Adventures in Fitness Inc.
Solo kayak rentals are available
for ages 12 and up, tandem
kayak rentals are available for
kids under 12 and must be
piloted by an adult.
Guided tour fee is $20/person
w/o rental, $25/person w/
rental, $12/session for
kids 12 & under.
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Full Moon Hikes

Earth Day Full Moon Hike
Friday April 19th 7:30pm—9:00pm
Celebrate Earth Day with a night hike through the forest! Explore the
forest on a full moon night and visit animal habitats, hear seasonal
folklore and experience the beauty of spring. Find out why April is called
the Full Fish Moon and other names to mark this magical season.

Full Moon Owl Prowl Hike
Saturday May 18th 7:30pm – 9:00 pm
Listen for the sounds of nocturnal wildlife and learn about owls! Hear
full moon folklore and visit owl habitats. Anything can happen on an
Owl Prowl! Recommended for ages 4 and up.

Like us on Facebook at: Genesee County Parks, Recreation & Forestry
Genesee County Park & Forest Interpretive Nature Center · 11095 Bethany Center Road · East Bethany, NY 14054
(585) 344-1122 · www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/

Seedlings
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Genesee County Park & Forest
Interpretive Nature Center
11095 Bethany Center Rd.
East Bethany, NY 14054
Phone: 585-344-1122
Fax: 585-343-6611
Visit
www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/

Bluebird Nest Box
Monitoring
Saturday March 23rd
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Program is FREE!!
Pre-Registration Required!
Call 585-344-1122!

HEY AMAZON SHOPPERS!!!
By using AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the Association for the
Conservation Of Recreational and National Spaces (ACORNS),
when you follow this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-8939341

Make a Difference!
We are helping to keep the earth clean while earning new
equipment and cash. You can help by saving used ink and laser
toner cartridges! Just come by the Genesee County Park
Interpretive Center and drop them off at the front desk!
Do you have nature-related books you would like to donate? We have a lending library for adults to
sign out books, take home and read. When you’re done, bring them back and sign out more!
To donate books please call the Interpretive Center at 585-344--1122 or send an email to
Shannon.Morley@co.genesee.ny.us. (Magazines and encyclopedias not needed)

Seedlings
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